EUROPEAN 1ISSUES.
e S
THE DOOMED CAPITAL.

THE SCARCITY OF FOOD—FHESH MEAT ALMOST
EXNAUVSTED — ANOTIHER  BORTIE CONTEM=
PLATED — IF  UNSUOUESSFUL, DUCROT AND
FAYRE TO DESERT THE CITY=—TROCHT WILL
REMAIS UNTIL AFTER THE EURRENDER.

Loxpos, Tuesday, Dee, 20, 1570
A correeponident writing from Paris on the 12th
inst. gays: * We have arived at starvation point.

The sopply of meat will last but a few days

longer. To save fuel, many of the inhabitants

remain in bed all day. 1f it had been properly
timed, Ducrot’s sortie might have succoeded.  In the
event of the failure of the next sortie, Duerot, Favre,
and otbers of the Government, will leave Paris by
balloon, to prosecute the war in the Provinces.

Trochn will rewnin until the surrender of the ¢ity.”

A epecial dispateh from Frankfort says that a
month's time will be requiced to rendor the bow-
bardment of Paris possible, The gnns in use in the

Getman army at present are utterly worfhless for

gach a purpose, and besides that, Versailles itself is

nearly within range of the French guna.

The Cross Gazelfe of Berlin says the difficulties in
the trausportation of material and heavy guns will
sharily be overcome, and further action will be

guided altogether by military cousiderations,
-

GESERAL MILITARY INTELLIGENCE.
THE STORMING OF NUITS—SIX THOUSAND PRIS-
ONENS CAPIURED—FURTUER PRUSSIAN BUC-
(rssps—THE FRENCH COASTING TRADE
OPBSED T0 NEUTRALS,
Loxpoy, Toesday, Dec. 20, 1870,

The French furces attocked by Gen, Werder ot
Wults were in large numbers, and held a strong posi-
tion. The Germans captured 6,000 priscuers, to-
gother with the town. The Freneh were pursued
ponthward on Monday., Prince William of Baden
was wounded in the check. Gen. Glumner was also
wounded. A Premch foree, 10,000 strong, has been
defeated at Poislay and Fontenelle,

The Pruesians yesterday threatened Chatean-
Renault, 156 miles north-west of Tours.

A decroe has been Gssued opening the French
consting trade to all nations. 1t is probably due
to the obstruction of railways, especially in North-
Eastern France.

It is thought in Berlin amd Frankfort that the
peace basis proposed by nentrals, with some dmend-

ments, will probably soon be adopted.
e

THE LUXEMBURG QUESTION.
PRUSSIA SAID TO BE READY TO SUBMIT HER
COMPLAINTS TO ARBITEATION—THE KING OF
HOLLAND BEADY DEFEND THE GRAND
DUCHY,

o

Loxpos, Tuesduy, Dec. 20, 1570

The Kreus Zeitwng deniies that Prussia has any de-
gigns upon Luxemburg, and affirms that Prossia
bas resolved Lo subwit to arbiteation her complaints
rolative to the vialation of neatiality by the Gov-
ernment of the Duchy, with a view to a claim for
iedetnity.

he King of Holland, in a letter to the Govern-
mwent of Luxemburg, savs: “ Let us together de-
fend the treaty of 1567, and the honor and independ-
enco of the Duchy.”

The Belgian Government declines to publish Count I
Vonu Bismarck’s note or answer thereto before the

Litter reaches Ring Willinm.

LACK OF DISCIPLINE IN THE PARIS ARMY.
The following wignificant order has lately

been lssned by Gen, Trochn, commanding ip Purie:
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federaey by which it i about fo be superaeded, cloima

military and navel afliles, ae well as eriminal and com-

mercdal Taw, tariff, exelse, and some minor suk as
thie domain of the Centeal Government and Parliament.

To these the remodeled Constitution adds legislation on

the tight of forming  private socleties and on the liberty

of the Pres—an oxtension which s sure to be
inereased, ue, Indeed, the limits of this jurisdiction have
pever hoen very anxiously of by the

Voddies politie. The Government of the Confederncy I8

earried on by a Federal Cotnedl, formed by the rep-

resoptntlooa of the vatious Soveraigne, In  votlng
upm the measures proposed by any of them, each rep-

sesentative 18 pecorded s nwmber of votes, sappe o

e proportionate to the =ize and importanee of the Stato

ho sits for,  While Hamburg, for fngtanee, has one vote,

Branswiek has two, Baxony four, aml Prossia soventeen,

In the Federal Counetl, ns 16 existed up to the prosent

war, there were 8 votes altogether, of which Prussia ber-

pelf, possessing nearly hnif, conld always connt upan so
waty more w8 madoe e practically paramount in the

Assemibly, Inthe new Couneil, as it will be nfter the

entry of the Bouthern States, though the number of voles

fa iocreased by 15, Prossin rotalos only ler former nam-
bor, and accardingly boas her inflnence pm&oﬂluu&*iy
woukened, Bavarla possessing six votes, Wiirtemberg
four, Baxony four, and Heaso three, will together have
wE iy volos as the wesiding power of the (‘Oﬂfwlmnc.{,
awd by o coulition e alwaeys alile to nentralize tbelr
yrincipal colleague, If this arrangement secms to bear
an ominous resemblanes to the old Bund, in which the
various German States so efectually neutrallzed each
otber il that long time from 1816 Lo 1664, it ought to be
remembered that Prossin at EII’!'N"‘I! Is the only real
power in the Confederacy, wihlle formerly there woere
two—Frussin  and  Austeig—ecach equally” strong and
rqsun!u Hkely to draw o number of m{rmr States after it,

Withoit sn ticreditary rival to combat ber every actlon,

Prosska’s ascendency will be very great in an sasembly

of winor States, even though the Inflnence constitution-

a'ly agshgned her way he comparatively small,

Fo seeure, however, the main points of unity agninst
vven the possibility of # clnge in the wroug iirection,
Prussin retalis the right she already ssen of vetolog
any mwodifeation of the milltary and naval arrangements,
and, which s u wmnrkuhh-;mmm acquires the sane
tight with regurd to the tarill aud excise, This renders
hor mistress of the Federal flunnees, aud, togetlier with
her command over the army;1s sure to weld the various
Statos together fnto s solid whole, DBy way of counter-
concession to the Bouthorn States, she has voluntarlly
divested herself of her present privilege of declaring war
I the nape of the Confederacy without the sanetion of
the Federal Covnell, Except in case of attuek Ly a
forelgn foe, when she way wet without consalting her
ullies, doclarntions of war in future will procead,
not (rom Prussin, bt from the Council that represcnts
the Dentseher Bund, Two moere fmportant concessions
Lave to be recorded.  Three-fonrths of the votea of the
Foders) Councll, tnstead of two-thirds, as hitherto, will
bo required for uny alteration in the Constitntion—a pro-
vision which, as every coming change is sure to
strengtlien unity at the expense of the local Govern-
ents, s clearly in favor of the minor dynastles,  Agaln,
in each of the special commitiees of the Federal Council,
which bave to prepars the laws and superintond the dif-
forent branches of the Adminlstration, four winor
Btates, fustend of two, as formerly, will be repre-
sented In sddition to Prussia.  Other poiuts sre of
mwinor lmportance, en, Bavari 4 most probably,
nlso, Wirtemberg, ns thoy retaln the legislation on the
Beer and splrll sxclse—a matter of the grestest moment
to the Southery Exchequers, which rely prioeipally npon
the creatore wants of the subject—will not vote on these
!minl« in the Federsl Councdl, A privileged position has

wen secorded to Bavaria in military juatters, which
leaves ber the exclusive orgaunlzation and dircetion of
her own nmaly in time of peace ; Wiirtemberg, 1t seems,
pocures the Joss conslderable exception made in favor
of Baxouy scme  tiwe sgo, and, couforming to
the Federal Juws o all  that concerns orguniz-
atiun, retulos the direction of her troops in thme
of peace; but the opposite polley In followed lir

Badin, who, not satisfled with the diminution of her mil-

itary roverviguty decreed Ly the Federal clharter, has

concluded n special treaty with this Government, in
which shie renouneca even the fluancial portion of her
miiltary bosiness, a8 well a8 the right to appolnt oftieers,
and soiie other points of secondary lmportance constl-
tutionully left to the lecal Governments, The Baden
srmy simiply beeomes embodied with the Prussian, as
lisve so many of the other Federnl Btates. By the way
these different gradations i the \A:&' In which they give
up their wrmies to be commanded and employed hy

Prossla curlonsly reflects the degree of Importance bes

longing to each winer Sovercign, Prowd Bavaria only

cansenle to hn-v wocrtain nuuber of troops and place
them at Prossia’s disposal in war ; Baxony and Wiirtem-

berg go o #tep further, and, while promisiog suceor o

Wik, secept the Prussian orgumazation ; Hesse, s~

wick, and 8 few other States, adhering to the letter of

the Federnl laws, claim the privilege of appoluting the
greater part of thelr ofMcers, and of provisioning, cloth-
ing, equipping, nnd paylng their forces, who in every
other rospect ate Prussians, while most minor States

Nave not thought it worth thelr while to preserve these

seanty rights constitutionally lett thewm, but, ceding to

Prugsls n proportionate stoount of their shure in the

Zollvereiu revenue, bave cutirely handed over their

couple of regliwents to the Berlin Government. To con-

el outhirn Hisse will send 6, Baden 14 members to
the Federal Parlinoeut, whose total s thus swolled to

. i e nact nunber of the Wiirtemberg and Bavarian

Doputies bs still unknow .

- ————
ENGLAND.

RESIGNATION OF JOHN BRIGHT FROM THE CAB-
INKET—GEN, GRANT'S MESSAGE IN ENGLAND—
NEWSPAVER CRITICISMS,

LoxpoN, Tuesday, Dec. 20, 1570,

Jolin Bright has resigned the Presidency of
the Board of Trode,

The full text of Preeldent Grant's annual messnge was
published here tosday for the tiest time.  The Times, In i1
conmients, saye if the President expeets Englaud to take
the bultintive for reopening negotiutions oo the Alabama
question, he will be dissppointed. Tt was the Awerieans
who rejected the last seitiemeut, and that settlement
wis framed at Washington,

The Manchegter FPost, in an editarial on the Alabama
olatme, refers to the services to the United Btates at the
Britll Conrt of Charles Francls Admms and Revendy
Jihnson, and =iys the present pttitude of Americs is
condemned by the record of Ler own Ministors,

———— -
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THE FRENCH HIDING IN WINE CAVES,

A -'n:‘]'v-\:mm‘vlll of The London Times writing
from the headquarters of the Twollth Royal Saxon Corps
of Lo Galust, deserilwes noshngulor expedient of the Frooch
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GENERAL FOREIGN NEWS
-
GERMANY.
KING WILLIAM ACCEPTS THE TITLE OF EMPEROR
SING OF THE WURTEMBERG CLIAMBENS.
Brerix, Tueaday, Dec, 30, 1900
King Willinme of Prassia has received at
Versailles tie nddress from the Beichstag, In a speech
ey thereto deliverod to the dele gution of that body,
e King o tarned Us thanks fof the supplies voted for
the prosesstion of e vour, which has stcued 8 natiotial
muits, und stpnified Bis aceeptance of he®iliguity of
Eruperur tendercd by e wrmuimois volie of tie princes,
e Live bew s, aird The Gerwan Delion,
he Kine of Wikitemierg opened the Clinmbers yester-
dav. Iu his speech, he referved to the glorious sueresses
of the Gormans, Toeir conmpnnionsbip In arios had
Mitidind 4 sesive for politiea unity, faltimg whioh the
Blstiie ey otits of U year laek consecration, He urges
the deputios o recoznize in the Federal treaties htely
rou lded seope for tae development of the nation aud
Ber uetitutione. A Bill will be dntroduesd ot onee, |
antboridug the prosent tuxotion o furthor War mas l
|

wres, wid [or the complotion of rallwn s,

Tl It 0f Mookl nhurg bas voled to pay s (0l share
of the wmount pequired for the wbalition of the Seheldt
dies

THE XEW GELMAN BUND,

The Ledin ecorrespoudent of e London |
Toomad govis the tollowing analysis of the Constitullon of
e pew o rinan Ewpive @ The Coustiiutlon of the Xorth
Gertan Confederney, os weil ne (Lot of the German Con- |

REVOLUTIONISTS DEFEATED=—=THE PRESIDENTIAL
CASVASS—LOTIERIES TO BE ESTABLISHED.

Mexica, Dee, 11.—The Government has
A tu sieecsefyl o its operations nguinst the revolution-
{s{% in Guerrero, and the legislature of Oazuca has
gratited extraordinsry powers to the Governor in his
efluris to repress the Tehuantepee revolutionists,

Tige election for President and Congresa will test the
strength of the Tejada amd Diaz parties. The adberents
of Teoudia, it 38 belleved, will win, more espectally ne the
Juurist= nre divided,  The votes in the contest for Presi-
dent are confined to Juatez, Ding, and ‘Tejada, ‘1w last
natoed, it 35 thomght, hus= the best chntee of Buecess,

Congress has yoted to permit the redstablishmont of
Toitorin = bt the several distrlets of Mexico and Lower
Caltturndn, und has pissied @ bill authorizging the cons
strnction of the Tuxpan HBailrond,

reii—

MISCELLANEOUS CAELE DISPATE®HES,

. At is expeeted that Spain will presently
fntroduese @ tobaeco Joun In the London market.

....Germany is snffering from  searcity of
coul, Work ln ey of the mines has ceasod, the miners
having boen dewlted fu the army.

..... An Awcrican naval eaptain is at Con-
stanthoplec  manufactnring  wrpedoss. and  other ma-
terial of war for the Turkish Government.

_...Commuodore Ashbury of the yacht Cam-
Wi was --1-thuﬁll-¥|n‘u||) recrived on bils arrival at Liv-
orpoil, and s Binguet was glven in his honor,

AMERICANS MURDERED IN HONDURAS
Cen, Torbert, U, 8, Minister at San Salvador,

| ®tate of Hondaros and Balvador, has written o letier 0

Mrs, Dir. Ledyard of Ceres, Allegany County, N. Y., de-
tadling the brutal assassiuition of lier busband, Dr, T. C.
Lasdyard, aud her brother, Mr. Robert N, Bell, both of
Wi were trayelioge through the countey, pursning the
profession  of dentistey. Fudy i October the two
mwen started  Trom  Saehitate, Salvador, with o ser-
sant,  who, it sees, doliberately  planned  the
wupder and  roblwry  before  starting  out  with
his  emiployers,  The  servant, Galves, fmpudently
returned  to Sachitiato, and  reported  the  gentle-
mwen male ol Saubs Boca, thelr destination. After the
foding of the bodies, e was arrestod, bot was permitted
toeseape. Gen, Torbert ls, bowever, followlug vp the
tiallvr,

L ——
THE RAILEOAD CONVENTION,

Erig, Pa., Dee. 20—=To-night the Conven-
ton restmed Bis sessions tor business, 1t 14 understoond
st the * pooling” poojeet has oot abandoned, and of-
forts wre wuking o setile upon a freight amd Jrassenger
tard which will prove satlsfuctory to all concorned.

Everything thus far bas been harmonions 1t is he-
Hevedd that the Erle apd Pennsylvania Central Com-
panivs wio woting i coneert, but nothing of » detlnite
asture il be joade Kpown until the Convention dis-
audvies, w il will be on Thuesday or Friday.,

————
METEOROLOGICAL RECORD,

The following ig un oflicial report by the
signnl Serviee (United States Aamy), Divison of Tele-
graiws und Repoits, for the Benefit of Commerce,
Guia peport b sent shoultaneanely  trom kil the places
named, st 15238 . ., Wanhington tine @
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WASHINGTON.

AMENDMENTS TO THE FUNDING BILL--DEBATE
IN TIIE SENATE ON TIHE SAN DOMINGO) QUES-
TION—BUTLER'S AMNESTY DILL BEFORE THE
HOUSE—PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS T0O THE
BANKRUPT LAW—EXPERIMENTS WITH THE
GATTLING GUN.

IBY TELKGRAPH TO THE TRINUNK |
WasHINoTON, Tuesday, Dee, 50, 1870,
In the Benate, to-day, Mr. Sherman reported from the

Finance Committee, in necordance with Beoretary Bout-

well's recommendation, s bill to authorize the lasue of

800,000,000 inore of the new five per cont bouds, There

was sotie discussion over the House b to amend the

Tax Jaw on the salject of sugars, There le some opposi-

tlon to the bill, which seems to eoms principaily from

Paltimore sugar importing honses, Which are moet

effected, but notwithstanding the exertions of the Mary-

land Senators, the bill will certalnly pase. An extended
debate took place on the San Domingo matter, In con-
nectlon with Mr. Morton's resolution for the appoint-
ment of & commisslon to visit the Island. Mr. Samner
led the opposition to the resolution, and debate at times
was quite spirited. The Democratie Benators who spoke
attacked the Prestdent flereely for his continued * per
slstence,” aa they styled it, in endeavoring to force
throngh his pet scheme for annexation. Mr. Buuner wos
several thines ealled to order by Mr. Morton, and more
than onee, in the excltement of the discussion, the
pecrets of executive sesslon were on the polot of being
disclosed,  Buch votes as were taken, to-day, seemed to
fodicate very clearly that a large majority of the Senate

Large powers are asked In the Inecorporating
section, with  exemption from  taxatlon  of
the Company's property, both real snd persoval.
The Postmaster-Geueral s suthorized to contrmet for
mall service for a period of fifteen yoars, malls to be
earrled semi-weekly, weekly, or sombanonthly, as may
be determined upon, to be pald for at the rate of §300,000
per annum for sem! monthly service, $660,000 for weekly
serviee, or 8900,000 for seml-weekly serviee, which 1y
be arranged to alternate from the several Atlantio ports
named. It may be increased to a tri-weekly or dally
mail. The ships are to be of iron, 3,000 tuns burden, and
to be ot the disposal of Government in timo of necd,
By other provisions It 18 proposed to  graut
Custousr-House  facilities  for  the appralsement,
fuspeetion, &e., of goods forwarded Dby the
lnes of the Company In certaln forms for quick transit.
The last section asks that the Company be allowed to
purchuse publio lands at §1 25 per acre, at the rate of #0
acres for each tun of mall shipplng constructed by or for
them, the same to be p bed ouly In w ta of 40, 80,
and 160 acres, cach to be used by (he actual setilers,
This land 18 to bie withdrawn from market when aclected,
and the Company Is to have five years for payment; the
soloctions to be in pareels of not wore than 1,20 neres
each, and to be located in alternate townships. The Com-
mittee also heard Mr, Barney of New-York and J. Cod-
manjof Bostom, who made arguments againgt any sub-
sldy whatever. The latter gentleman advoeated the ad-
misslon to regliiry of forelgu-bullt stiipe. No concluslon
was reached by the Committes, but the subjeet was re-
ferred to a sub-committee, the wenibers of whiel (Messrs,
Dixon, Congdon, and Potter) are to confer with a similar
I of the 8

are in favor of anmexing the taland by o joint r "
which, it was contonded by those who opposed it, would
necessitate 1ta immedinto admisslon o8 an equal Btate,
When the Benate adjourned the pending question was
Mr. Boekingham's motion to refer the resolution to the
Committee on Foreign Relations, 1f this 18 not done,
which 18 not probable, the debate on the sulject will ex-
tend over the holldays,

The Houso passed a recolntlon to-day to devote the ses-
slon on Thursday to specches and In Cominittee of the
Whaole on the State of the Unjon, The result of this will
be that most of the members will go home to-morTow for
the holiday recess, and that the few who have buncombe
epeeches for thelr constituents will waste thelr elo-
quence on empty benches. Both Houges will ndjonrn on
Thursday, 1o aecordance with a previous resolution,

In the Honse, to-day, Mr, Ingereoll of Tllinols made n
personal explanation in relation to an attack made on
hit by The New-York Evening Post. He charged that
John H, Bryant,] brother of the editor of The Fosf, was
his (Tngersoll's) enemy, owing to being removed from
the Internal Revenue Collectorship of his Distriet. In
the conrso of his remarks, Mr, Ingersoll charged that J,
. Bryant was a bad man, unworthy of trust, and s do-
faulter to the Government,  Afterwaurd, o modified this
deqlaration by saying he was charged with belng in de-
fault. This sttack on Mr. Bryant brought Messra.
Duwes, Farnsworth, and Judd to their feet in defense of
the geutleman, each declaring Mr, J. H, Bryant to be his
personal friend, nad & man worthy of confidence and
estoem. To Mr. Dawes, Mr. Ingétsoll retorted that Bry-
ant bad probably changed sinee he had left Massachu-
setts, while Mr, Farnsworth, Mr, Ingersoll sald, showed
himself misinformed as to Bryant's original politics, and
that Lis (Farneworth's) indorsement had no speclal
value. Mr. Ingersoll's reply to Mr. Judd was undig-
nified, and will probably be excluded from the report.

After providiug for the employment of sundry Com-
mittee clerks and other routine  business, the House pro-
coeded to the order of the day, Mr, Butlor's Amnesty
bill. The Genera! * farmed " out the floor, and the
debate, as & rule, was gquite spirited.  Mr, Degener of
Texad made o strong appeal for geoeral awnesiy, He
was followed by Judge Biogham in a characteristio

The Commitice on the Pacifie Rallroad have had no
mecting this session, owing to the continued ahsence of
the Chalrman, Mr, Wheeler of Now-York, FPersons who
are fnterested in bills pendiog beforo this Committes are
growing anxious about the long delay, and the Bpeaker
added to thelr troubles yesterday by ssying that the
Committes would probably bave no chanee to report this
seasion. The most that the Committes will bo nble to
accomplish will be to eall up the motion to reconslder
the vote by which the House refused, last June, to give
awiey Yoerba Buona Island in Ban Franclsco Bay, to the
Central Pacifle Rallroad Company, and perfect a substl-
tute for the Benate Soutbern Facitle Rallroad bill now on
the Bpeaker's table,

Judge Lawrence of Ohlo Is engaged In preparing a re-
port to accompany his bill, now beforo the Appropriations
Committee, of which he is a member, making a len npon
the public lands granted to the various Pacifio Rallroad
Corporations, and not yet sold by them, for the interest
and prineipal on the bonds and other indebtedness of
those roads to the General Government, The report will
wot be made to the Commlittes until after the holidays,
when, It 8 expected, the bill will be reported to the
House,

In consequencs of the extreme Lberality of Congreas
in paying persons to contost the seats of members from
#1,000 to 86,000 1o each cass, by resson of whieh liberality
nearly §2060,000 has been taken from the Treasury during
the past 18 years, an effort 18 making to 1wit the pay-
maent of salary to the person whose right to a seat I de-
termined. A bill to this effect was yesterday offered by
Mr, Willard of Vermont. Herotoforo it has been an in-
ducement for persons to contest, and the Elections Com-
mittee hae been the hardest worked in Congreas, and has
taken up more of the time of the House than any other.

The Prosident has sent to Congress a reply tothe ouse
resolntion for all the Information which may be in the
possession of the Department of State relative to the
alleged selzure of the schooner Granada of Provinestown,
Mass., u regularly loensed vessel, by the Britsh cutter
Lia, while lying peaceably at anchor in the barbor of

Port Hood, Nova Scotis, under the pretaxt that ald
sehooner had on bosrd (oo much provisions for a two
months' flehing voyage. The Eeeretary of Sfate incloses
letters and affidavite, one of the furmer saylng

epecch. He fuvored a policy like that embodied in the
resolutions offered by Mr. Beck of Kentucky, which
would exclude from omuesty only those who held
national, execotive, or leglslative ofecs, or were
gradusted from elther the naval or military acadomies,
and left the army or navy to enter the Rebel service,
Members ulways gather abont the eloguent Ohio Repre-
sentative when speaking, and there was miore than the
usnul artention paidjto him to-day. The renconuter so
common  between  him  and Butler  when  any
measure  of the, latter s under disenesion, was
pot  wanting, and Mr, Bingham dissected the
provisions of this measure o & most  caustio
manner, There was & brief but sharp passage between
him aund Mr, Butler. After a spirited and carnest effort
by Mr. Fiteh of Nevadn, 8 number of briefer specches
were made, mostly by Southern Republicans, pro and
con. Hawilton of Florida, Prosser of Tennessee, McKee
and Barry of Mississippl, Hoge of South Carolins, and
Cobb of Sorth Caroling gpoke o oppusition to smnuesty,
urging that the covstitutionsl amendiueuts were not re-

that the seizure lovks ke s wanton and unprovoked out-
rage,

The Recretary of the Treasury has replied to & Honso
resolution, recently adopted, ealling for iuformnation rels-
tive g the fnancial secount between the Government
and the Pacitle rallrosds.  He Incloses lotters from the
Union Pacitic Railroad Directors, the Cootroller of the
Troasury and others, and also the opinlon of Attorney-
Gens Akerman. After giving the polute of the latter,
hes gays that the Department accepts the opinion e s cor-
rect fnterpretation of the law In the case, s makes no
recotmenduations,

An lmpression generally prevails that the [Minlster
from Haytl 1= a colored man, but Gen, Preston bs pepre-

sented by lia friends to be a native of Jamaica, and of
pure Buglish parcutage.
i

THE POSTAL TELEGRAPH BILL,
Wasmsaron, Dee, 20—The following are
the provigions of the LIl relating to telegeaphle com-
munleation botween the United States and forelgn coun-
tries, na to-day ngreed upon by the Committee of Forelgn
Affuirs, and which the Hon, Fernando Wood will report :

Al communications established, or that may hereafter
bo established, between the United States and an

gpected, life wos not sale, oplulons not fres or resg 1
thint loyal men wers in dally peril, aud that the disqual-
Ifled Rebels seornfully declarcd thst they would never
nek for puwnesty, Mr. Cobb, who was listened to with
attentlon, wade an effective speech on that side. The
majority of the Southern Hepresentatives speaking to-
day took the same view. Mr, Hoge described the die-
order in his district with eonsideratle power, and made
an appeal for protection before smmesty was grauted,
The debate run against the pending bill, and was walnly
In opposition to amnesty, or in favor of 4 more generoos
measire, Mr, Butler resumed the floor shortly after 4,
but gave way for an adjournment. He will deliver his
closing argument after the worning hour to-marrow.

Gen, Butler's vill to smend the Bankrupt act provides
that nothlug In the act establishing o uulform syste of
bankrupiey, of any act amendatory thereof, shall be
held to divest the wife of any bankrpt of her right of
dower fu her huaband's estate.  Gon, Batler thinks such
legislation necessary, on account of the recent decision
of & court In Peunsylvania, which put an opposite
interpretation upon the law. The second section of the
Bill provides that the words * business and trading eor-
porations,” wherever they ocenr In said act, shall be
construcd and held to fnclude all rllroad eorporations,
In two States decisions have been made by the courts
that rallroads can be puat into bankrptey the same as
other corporativns, but in three other States the courts
have gt & directly opposite construction upon the law;
hence the necessity for legislation to declure explicltly
the mesning of the statute.

The loventor of the Gattling gan, which it is elaimed I8
the original mitraillense, his been conducting in thiscity
some experiioentsl firing on » velsut lot near the
Capltol in presence of Membiers of Congress and Army
and Navy offfieers, This morning the Naval Commitien
of the House witnessed the telog, which was condocted
witha zun of & model shnllar to that sdopted hy the
Jusslan Govermuent, The target was so arranged as to
show jthe effect of jthe gun upen & line of men, the
satomatic fosclliating motion of the piece throwing a
streain of buils which gwept n space of 90 or 40 yards in
fength.  Mp Gattling elaims that hig gun, with the
recent improvewsnts he has made, §s superlor to the
mitraillense, no cessation of firlug belog required for
thie purpose of puttivg in the cartridges.

All peports abont (he organizatibn of the Committees of
the pest House are were gossip and guesswork,  The
only prediction that can be mide Is, that the nearly equal
strength of the Protectionists und ¥ Revenue Helurmers™
in the mext Congress will juake It wecssary for the
Speaker to make up the Ways and Meaus Contnitter s
thad It canuot be coutrolled by men of extreme views in
either direction, in order to preserve the harmony swong
the Repulilicuns in the bouse, The Chalrmanehip will,
therefore, iu all prolability, be given to s man of mod-
erute Proteetionist views, who would not b Lighly ol
Jeotionahble to reasonalble men of either wing of the party.
Missouri Repnblicans who belong to the Gratz Brown
wing of the party arc  gratified to  Jearu  thut
the Prestdent has modificd  his views respecting
the political troubice i that Btate. In conversation of
ate he Nine expressed ble desive to ald in promoting hoe-
wony, and in healtng the feud which threatens to throw
the Stafe Into the Ninds of the Dewocruey. Tt is e
Yeved there will be Go imore proseriptions and removels
of Repuhlicans from office on seconnt of thelr having
differed from Eenutor Take o the late campalgn in Mis-
suurd, sud thal the Republiesn party will be soon re-

united,
Geyn, Bebenck wet with the Commitienr of Waye and

Meuns to-day for the Lot time, The sespion was alnost
entirely o social one, the wembers of the Commitien
taking occasion to express theis ppprecintion of the
Clisfeman's pulbe services and peraonal qualitics, and
their regret ul the separstion. Mr, Fooper, the second
gentlcman on the Committee, will act ar Chalrmag
during the reounbler of the sersion, and poother name
will b added to the Committee dt the foot of the list. 1t
s bellovedd that wn Ohio wan will recelve the appoint-
ment. Tt is not hought Lere that any election will e
called Ly 1he Goternor of Ohioto complete Mr, Belwnek's
terms. He mannouneed 1o sail Top Eugland eacly iu Jun-
unry.

The Rouse Comanittos oo Commeres pave » hearing to
diy bo Lhe Hon, 2. 10 Kice of Maine sud Wi, B Farwel]
of Califurvia n fuvar of & W, intreduced by Gen.
Behietick, incorporiting the * Atiaulic and Furopean
Steamshp Canguny . By Elies Bl ths t Canpany be bohaye
power 1o build, consirut, wndl eguip versele, sieaimur ol
erwise, to uayigate any povigable waters af the United
Histes, wid extablish mall steamstip Hien from the porin
of Purttand, Boston, New-York, Philadelphin, Bultiuor,
Noifolk, s otler Buutle Atluntie ports, to the priveipal
poris of Nerth Enrujw, Cndle, widd othier ports iu Bpain,

W Mealive  verts b L Mok lerraucan

forelgn country by means of telegruphie or muognetic
lines or eubles [aldIin auy part thereof, in and over the
waters, rects, slands, shores, and Iands within the juris.
dietion of the Uuited Sta shall be sulgect (o the
{:Iloﬁ'ln: eonditions, stipuwlstions, and reservitions,

wit:
First; The Government of the United States shall ba

Tsthmne of Tehuantepeo on Jan, 1, 1871, The officers and
nien of ulrde 08 woll a8 thoss of the Kausss snd
wer of b|d Bchuteldt’s Ship Caual Exploriog Fo-
o, now at Minatitlan, will bo present, under urilers
the Navy Department, on the geeasion of dreaking
und, The lﬂ.F.l.r!Tlrdl msummt'ﬁpnwll{mélur: | T :nl«;

n lnstoucted by the cut o |
on the eccanion, n{nl to report the proceodings to thut De-

partinont,

e
NATIONAL ASYLUMS FOR DISABLED SOL-
DIERS,

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY—NUMBER
OF SOLDIEIS 81 PPORTED—EXPENSES OF THE
YEAR.

WastineTon, Dec. 20,—The Board of Man-
agers of the National Axylums for Disabled Soldiors ie=
sumed tholr sessfon here todday, From the anuual re-
port of the Seerctary the followlng facts ace taken @

The whole number of disabled soldiera supported
Auring the year were 4,104, being an ineregas of 400 over
last year, Of the whole, 2,101 were supported ut the
Central Asylam in Dayton, O.; 119 at the Eostern Branch,

ngusta, ﬁr.: 708wt the Westorn Branch, Milwaukee,

Wis,; 461 nt Philadelphis, and 135 by outdoor relief,

Of thie whole, 8 lost both arms, and & both legs: 300 fach
ome arm, and 88 each one leg, and LM disibled by
other wonnils; 113 were blind, and 48 ]u.-;mt-, wuodl 1,667
were treated in hospital mostly for consmmption, rhen-
matlsm, darehes, &e, Of the whole, 1,008 were marricd,
2,655 unmarried; 1,465 native horn, amd 3,100 of furelgn
blrth; A& received penslous, out of which many sop-
ported thelr fumilios at loie.

All Lsbor and sepvioe at the m‘-‘ylum ¢ dona hy the In-
mates, Last year 666 were pold, in sntus varyiog froimn
£5 Lo 445 per ionth, the sum of $07,000. Workshups are
extablistied at each asylum, which last year realized §50,-
o0, while the farmes sud gunlons realized  $2,000 more.
Each sy lum bos w ibeary and roading-room, and tiers
were taken out nod read Tnst year 24,568 volumes, They
rocelve bealde sotuo 60 daily newapapers, over 00 week-
Ill!lll anil 120 periodleals, Thoy have also schools st each
asylum at v&]lh:ll many disabled soldiers are peeparid ns
sehool-teachiors, bookkeepers, elerks, awl telograph
operntors.  About 400 attended sehool lust yoar, Awmtse-
ment halls with ton-pin alleys, Lillurds, bagatelle, &o.,
and concert halls whers musleal nod dramatic cotertiin-
ments wre fl'm{nr.::ll}' glven, glve ample amuscment Lo
the lumates, There are also chapels, with regular re-
Hgrtous execelses ne ench asylom, and Christlan assocla-
tlons, Bihle=lasses, Bunday-schools, and tempeiance so-
cletics, &0, These loflucgess bave worked a marked
ehange (n the conduct and werals of the men, so that
digcipling hns beconie casy and rules almoal nnoeccasary.

The report gives tho llul‘; il of fare for eucl Asylum,
with the diet Tiet of ench lospital, showiug thut the in-
mates are afforded all the substantinls and most of the
delivacivs of the wackets; yut the average rmtion per duy
during the year hog been only 25} cents por day, whilo
the averagé tolal cort of malotalning ¢acl man {neiud-
ing tranaportation, clothing, medicines, food, light, fucl,

arles, und all expenses of every kind, Is only $184 per
annuuni—less, it 18 Heleved, than ot any similar Tustitu-
tion L the Unlted Statea,

report glves the States these soldlers come from as
follows: New-York, 837 Pe:mld!vull. 720 ; Now-Jersoy,

#8; Ohlo, 535; Indlana, 296, and proportionato numbers

from all the other States, During year there wers

142 denths, more than one-half from consiuption, sid 891

who had recoversd health, or learned trades or beéen pre-

pared in schools to eurn thelr owi LUving, were honvrably
discharged.

After the trangaetion of the nsnal business, the Board
adjourzed to bold its next meeting at the Southon
Branch, near Hamption, Virgink, in March next.

The Board of Munagers have made provislons for the
opening of the new Southern Braueh Asylum nt Hamp-
ton, V., about the 8th of Pebruary, This Asylum is lo.

fed for the reception of disibled colored soldiers, and
wich consumptive patients as prefer a milder climato
than cun be had st one of the three other aa{lumn. The
bullding formerly occupled by the Haumpton Female

Hotrlnary L been purchased” by the Board, is fit-

ting up (o secomwmodate 400 soldlcrs,

pa—

NOMINATIONS BY THE PRESIDENT.

W asHINGToN, Dee. 20.—The following nomi-
nations wero sent to the Bennte to-day:
Robert B, Chilton of the District of Columbia to be Convul ot Ulifon,

Canada,
mhuh of the Distriet of Columbis te be Consul a Funebal,
af Madel

Thowas ¥ Purnell to be Uuited States Marshal for the Western Dis-
triet of Tesas

DEFRAUDING THE REVENUE.
el
THE ARRESYT OF GEN. RAMSEY OF JERSEY CITY—
TWO ETORIES.

The following account of the arrest of Gen.
Rausey at Pittaburgh, on a charge of defrauding the
Revenne, waa reccived yesterdny at Jersey City, by tel-
egraph, from the Ediior of The Pitlsburgh Commeroial:
A Philadelphia detective discoversd, in Baptember last,
# cargo of tobacco, shipped from Gen, Ramsey’'s estab-
lshment ln Jersey City, among which were 37 barrels
bearing counterfelt stamps. Ramsoy was then arrested,
and sows of Lia books wore selzed and placed in the
hands of United States Attorney Swoop. An indlct-
went wns found in the United Btates Court at
Willilamsport against Ramsey, but he obtained i re-

lease b Kumtuin to furnish the requisite amount of
bll, e falled to do #o within the speeitlcd time, and
Wi urrested, aad taken to Pittaburgh on Saturday

last.

The statement of the friends of the accused, in Jersey
City, Is as follows: Five mouths ago Gen, Ramsey pur-
chasod n quantit tobaceo from o dealer in Now-York,
and uh:r]u'r.l it direct to Serunton, Pa. The tobacco had
rosched SBeranton, wod was 1y
wwalting removal, when United
discovered that tho stamps wels Otlicers
were geut to Jersey City, whero Ramsey was arreasicd
The officers asked the naume of the from whow ho
had obtained the tobaseo, but he wonld nos divaige if,
and was taken to Willlamaport, and Lhencs to Piltsburgh.

tales _limuul

rlelt

entitled to exercise and enjoy the same or
privileges with regind to the coutrol and use of wny
such Hue oF cable that may, by lnw, ngreement, or other-
wise, be exervised nod enjoyed by wuy forelgn Govern:
ment whiatever,

Seeondd ; The eitizens of the Unlted States shiall enjoy
Thie matie Vﬂ\‘llrgm as to the payment of rates for the
transmission of messages as are enjoyed by the eitizens
of the most favored natlons,

Third: The transmission of dispatches shall be made in
the follow ing order @ 1, Departments of State under such
regulations as may be agreed upou by the Goverument
interestd, 2. Dispatebos in the telegraph service. 3,
Private dispatches,

Fowrth ; The lines of any such eable shall be Kept open
to the public for the dally transmission of murket and
commercial reports and Intelligence, and all messiges,
dispatehes, suid communications shall be forwarded in
the order i wlidel they ure recelved, except ns  berelu-
before providid,

Firth: Before extending and establishing any sueh lins
or cuble [n or over any waters, reefs, slands, shores, and
Jands within the jurlsdiction of the United States, a
written aceeptance of the terms and conditiona lmposed
by this et shull be fled in the offiee of the Becretary of
State by the tnln;mﬂ{' ocurporation, of party propusiug
to nlnl‘lli-h telegraphile communication,

That, suly to the foregoing conditions, stipulations,
and reservations, aud sulject 1o such grants as have
heretofore heer t by Congress, to lay and maintan
telegraphie eables from the shores of the United States,
the consent of Congress is hereby given to the laying
and maintalning of telegraphie or magnetio lines or
eables between the United States amd forcign eountries,
in and over the waters, reem, bslands, shores, and lands
within the jurisdiction of the United States,  Any person
counectid with any company cuguged in the transmis-
aton of news to forelgn conntries, wha shall, eontrary to
s duty, disclose of in any wiy wake known or interpret
the contents of any message, or any part thereof, and
any person who sliall tnjure or destroy wuy ecable or
uther property of the Company, or interfere with the
working, repuir, or nse of any eable or line conneeted
with such cable, shall, upon eonvietion thereof, be sub-
Jooted to a tine not exeecding L, or 1o bwprisoument
Bot excecding three years, and the party Injured therehy
shiall huwve & right of action for danisggs, It shall e the
duty of the Attorney-toneral to e wll persons
witending against the provisions of this act in soy Dis-
triet Court of the Unfted States.

s

THE CROPS.

MONTHLY HEPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE,

WasHiseron, Dee, 20—The monthly report

of the Departnient of Agriculture, in tréeating of the con-

ditos of the CioPE, Bays:

Corn.—The estimates of the corn product for the past
tew years have rarely indicated & ¥ery vear spproach to
" ruﬂ crop. From a prebmisary calenlation upon loesl
returns from 148 counlies, tw ol product of the year 1-
e to exceed 1,100,000000 bushels, This would eive
abont 25 bushels an scre this vear, npon the wesuimed
average of 19 cres, npsinst 234 bushels vpon o
Uttle muore than ) Bt L year.

rghtmn —The tetfirns indifato "a larger product of

1 than bast yeer,
BUIEHA 1) g 18 comparatively Large, and

&

Tobucco.—~The tobaceo
rlm r;ﬂmu uf the year -ﬂ? nggrrgate at
nis. o
”“:'}...'“ The hay erop Is less in quantity thao that of
1609 by about 18 per cont; the estinute, however, will go
Above 90,000,000 Tnne, which s Jitthe more than the pro-
duet of 1566, The quality is 60 superior ss nearly to

make good the loss In quantity.
Potatoee.—The production® of the year }: pilatoes s
Netle more™ than four-fifths of the preceding year, and

the aggregate estiwate will not vary much from the
total number of buasbels i 1858 10,000,000, which will
afford to each inhabitant four-Afths of the supply of that

Car.
) ;;"t.pmw.‘ The swent-potato rm‘r has leen a lowge
one, Bhowing a lote Lhah ovVerage ¥iehl,
Frehwheat,—The bickwLeat crop ks somew hat suslier
an the preceding oue, the loss being in the New-
E danil ddle Stites,
o and ne =il crops of peas and beans ure re-
srted, the former being Jarger o tho south, and the

tor 10 the North
Fras,~The fax crop will average rather betfer than

Just yoar,

'}'.-"m'h.-—'l‘br presenut has been o fruitlfui year for or
ehards nnd vineyasts in the Eastern, Midife, and West-
wru Pl tes, Bl less prosductive in e Somathi, 10 California,
wind ju Oregon, st apples sid peare. Cranlerries do
pob prowdee o full supply.

Aceounts of Fullrown whesl and rye are gonnily fu
varable. Thye cenditiou ol wheat at this date i gome-
what aboye uh average,

o ——
THE TEHUANTEPEC HATLWAY.
LEFARTI KE OF TiIE (ORPE OF EXNGINEERS T0
PROSECLTE THE WORK=—GROVND T PR
KBRUKEN ON THE 15T oF JANLANY.

Wasmisaros, Dee. 20.=The United Stites
stegmsbip Nipsic, Livun Commander L. Wibon, United
Flates Xavy, sabled from Norfolk, Vi, yestorday for M-
wtithan, Mealeo, bt fug ou board Capt. & 3 Willianes, the
Clibet Epgloesr of the Tehusutepes Ballwas  Cotnpasy .

wtd bis eorps of Euginerm Rhwﬂ‘nhmn tho
mm?dshuh;uuﬂu ks Wil by

Upon e tlon he was held to ball, whieh Le fur-
nishied, snid subsequently returned home, His case was
palled Lefore the day upon which he was informed thit
it was to be tried,
socond arrest.
Gien. Ramsey was well known as an offioer of volun-
teers in the war, end came from the tleld with the rank

of llijnrr-(h-neru'l by brevet,

AREIVAL OF THE CHINA STEAMER AT BAN FRAN-
CISCO—COLLISIONS IN THE HARBOR
Sax Fraxcmco, Dee, 20,—The steamship
Japan, from China and Japan, three days behind time,
entered in this port this evening, at 7§ o'clock, In pass-
ing North Polot she ran into s veasel anchored in the
stream with & tremendous crash, and then, drifting s
ghort distanee, she camo in eollislon with the British
ship Marion, carryiog away her hm:#rlt and forerigeing,
The Murlon fnally came to anchor Jaekson-st. whnrﬁ.
The Jupan's stearing gear waas disabled, and she appears
1o hiave sustaingd copsldernble damage otherwise, Tugs
have gone to her assistance, The bark D, O. Murray,
overdue from Honoluly, alse arrived this evening.
L ——

BROOKLYN INTERNAL REVENUE RETURNS,
The Banks and Gas Companies in Brooklyn
mnke the followlng returns for November:

Total Tar.
Brooklip Dash—CapliaLceeeornmininiosssnes  $35,000
Ao roonnsnnnransnnnnee  BEOEM
Ciroulation., 10 v #3020
Long Island l'l--il'aylki “i:_l;:l -
i) a8
Mechaniow’ Bask—(Caffital 245,00k
sanee  LIAIIL me X
Fulton Bnl—Clplin ‘.u‘M.... ;ﬂ;% S
4, 4
Comamercial Bank—Canital...ocoennes LN
Ar 140w 100 00
Mechas'ew’ sod Teulers', Greenpoln } s
Broaklyn Trost Co — Ate 70 T n
lnun?u as 1t Co.—Feet. .. 850 TR
People's tins Light Co.—Fist... TR 15910 77
Cithuens’ Gas Light U —Feet . 1217 50 111
ilhsmabargh Gies Light Co.—Feat A 2,3 20
Flatbush tiss Light Ce=Fret.. A5l T
Umion Gias Light Co., B K, Y—F el w0

e ———— e
TELEGRAPHIC NOTES,

« _ Ea-Gov, Letcher is much better, and is now
oat of danger.

... A Fair for the benefit of the wonnded soldicrs
In the Greoman srmies was opeded last evening bn Piiladelphls,

....Itis romored in Havana that o Spanish gun-
Punt bl enptured the Cohan Vice-President Aguilers, Wi nesy s
i reditend,

v The Phllm!vk:llin Commervisl Exchange cele-
bratel the cumpletion of Uhelr pew Hall by & gooud prowsessde concert
audd batl Last evening

. Rothenmel's great painting of the Batile of
Gietiy sas uniadel lust evenlng in the Fhiladelpbia Acsdemy of
Muasic. There was o larg® attendance,

s ... The lmig Lena, Capt. Nicol, from Jamuiea for
n.'.l..vtﬁi-_ went aahore an l‘-;r Henlopen 1 anh, yestenbar, snd
immediglely flled with water. @ e Josded with logwood, sod is lue
wured b this ey, —

oo The mills at Balem, Oregon, which are myn by
water, have all been stoppad iy the cold westber, The thermameter st
Balee ot s o0 oo Monday was 117 belom tha freedeg poust, aud ai Haw-
Wem | belum sein,

... 8ix handred fest, or one-fonrth of the famons
Bameas Mige, pear falt Lake Ciir, owped hr 0 Mr Woodiman, wis sold
yeaterdar, for $ 110,000 (o gobt,  Mesare. Marsball & Carter, sttorners,
are i parchaers. 4

e —
CRIMES AND CASUALTIES-RBY TELEGRAPI,

... The Eagle Smelting Works, at Hamilton, Ne-
vaidta, were burted v Buuda;, Loss, & 10,000, po insvrasce,

. Tn Philadelphia yesterday,
PEEEL iy B sl

R 7T e St w b ¢ i
o i of the Bleasy 3 uolen Compak's inildings

e Ohurles Murpliys dwellivg on Boulh-pve,
Panghke prin was desing el by Sre jesteniny woruing.  Lem, l_._,“:

pantially iusured

.. Dennig Mitehell of Troy, while quareeling with
& tur tamed John O Neill, on Maminy rvesisg, «
bt BB gt =y Bg, Wus bt by the bitter,
Lutrik Druke died in Hartford, ou Monday,
‘?L} .r::;a::s -u--u;-;m‘::-f‘-: the ml;o‘a:n‘d. dinlorsted slwslier
1 L AN TTiE w A e Ul L LR
| o b mom] uantiy ssdes siilar nun:- B PO A e

CJohn MeABlister, o flagman on the Hudson
Ithver Kaahvwrl sqevtcwes imot!h Wfad, a0 Dndeos, by the Bghtuing-
viprens poing Fodth. Menaley siteroom.  Phe et wat enrslod fenely &

i wile ot e con esieber, spd wal sluselic oty mangled, -

o Themas A Wead, a0 professions | bitanie phy-
e ol Yol aeetmbs ooy nr i .If‘l.- " .:ﬁ.l.-l, ‘u"-l-k]nl nlzl
ehnage of !--..lu- b Al s a0 L G defaniy of @ Lol Ll wan curne
mibrd b Bl Tie sovwso | hae seeve d o term w Anhutn prosn foe per-
Juty,

' coee A careful fnvestigation will he made by the
Cimciengh Uy Conmpany 1010 the o.ume of (s 2 on Momdar, At
’ .vr!'wn‘! ;h'— lPlPl-'!:n ;o;m-“. 1w detesm el tu el seteniile
| e e b M e thaln e wvening 1he cause, e 1]
]mu:nllﬂ:‘ﬂ. e ; el

LAt aecirred ot Sveamore, DeKalh Connlty,
| Nk, oo Praday, whiel dratoos ) v ovahuesl ot & D00 anmh  The po b-
| orpsl e ere 0. Walriming | st IR0, M )
| Wateoman. @05 000 peured @120 Moa i Woarren and  Ellwowd
| boam BB egre  fere woie & psber of soa e s

in tho frelght-house,
Brooks

fullure to appear led tohis

3

pm— '}

I;ﬁi";\Ti;lﬁl{lN(}.

REPORT AND DISCUSSION IN TIHE CUHAMBER OF
COMMERCE ON THE INVIOLABILITY OF FRI-
VATE PROPERTY IN TIME OF W AR=TUE MA-
JORITY OUPOSED TO ANY ACTIUN.

The Chamber of Commeree held an adjonmned
medting dist evenlvg at the rocms of the Young Men's
Chriutian Agsoclution to consider the roport of Committee
No. 4 ot the sulject of the * Inviolability of Private
Property at Bea 1o time of War.” Wur K. Dodge pre
stded, and among the promdvent persans who touk part
it the diseusston were A, A, Lovw, Jomathan Sturges, Gee.
Opdyke, Bannel B, Rogglos, Sinclair Toirey, Prosper M.
Wotmwore, and Juckson @, Foholtz, M. Oplsbe, on bebalt
of the Committee, moved the adoption of their report,
which L ws fullowa:

THE COMMITTER'®S RFTONT.

Commeree and navigation are, etopbatieally, the main
aprings of the proeperity of our country, sud the im-
portutce of our intoreanrse with foncign nations can
hardly bo exsaggirated,  But in czder to reallze the full
benefits of eqmmenee it shodd Lo free from all unneees-
wary restrietions, amd, ahome all, from the fatol disturb-
ances to which it [s still exposed in thoo of war, As far
a8 poesitile, private property 15 not miestod upon the
land—ithe thee when It was deemed right and expe.
dient to seige, In the sneny’s eonprry, « hint was port
alide, and to burn and desteoy what wns not, has gone
by st Chiristlan nattoms privete war s oen ex.
plotked wpam the Lrad ; it not o sepap Eic get. Tiore It
still continnes to s Mict and dlssrace hanity,  Even
privateering, which, (i the lswgaee of John niney
Adums, 13 %0 sy stem of licensed robbery, bearing all the
minst ifrcdons choraoter of plracy,” is not yot genorally
abotslied, not all the great warifioe Poiérs st elalm
and use e right of sclaure sl dostraciion of merchant
ships wud cargoes by thele paldie o med T,

g'rllv-mln of freedom of wil privote wrty ot sea,

H::oun i thes curlier part of the Inet cer i alrvady

soretically mamtained, found its fieet offielal ackinow!-
odgmont in the treaty botween the Unitis] States and

Prassin, couclhiuied in tie year 179 by FProderiok (he

Great pud Benjamin Frapkin, Bot this uoble sxampls

to enlist followers, The jJustue s of the principle
wia readily admitted by nearly all the Govertments of

Europe ; by many evan ita adoption vas advecated ;

mure particuiacly by those of Frane: e Mlanseatis

Hepulbiles ; but o vesentiol changos w utrodaced inte

the usages of tarith It 1ot A its borbarouns

fontores until after the i struegle, whin, L April,

1230, the Governmonts of Burope and Ascsivo, with the

exception of Bpain, Mexivo, aod the Udlted Stotes,

agreed to observe the fullowing principles as rales of

i itime Jaw:

First: Privateering 1s and shall remaln abalisbed,

Secomd: The nontral Bag covers enewy's goods, with
the execption of contraband ol war,

Third: Xeutral gomds, with the exeeption of coutrs-
band of war, ure not llanﬁlu to capture uinter the eneniy's

’ lélnrﬁ'l.' Blockades, inorder to be binding, mmst be ef-
sctive.

The United States was invited to hecome o party to this
treaty, aod at once gnve the suliject lts most aoriois con-
siderntion. The secoud, third, aud fourth popositions it
wis not only willing to accept, DUt *“wost anxions to jee
incorporated It the code of maritime w3 but lnked
to the Brst pru,lmitmu. abolishing privateering, and the
alteruntive belng iat the foar propositions mast be
taken altogether or rejected altogethor, withont modifi-
cation, the United States Governmoent, Justly milisposed
to surrender 4 pight without sn eguivelent, liesitatod to
ulﬁ the treaty.

1o United” States hesituted to become s party to the
Parls trutﬂr, smply beeause it did not go far enongh ;
wod though, as uiforesecn  subsequent events lave

wn, it would Lave been well for us to ha aken
what we might have got, yet the wotives which prouptod
the refusal cormand respect.  Our Ministers at the
conrts in Earope were ditected npol to conclude any
treaty relating to waritime law without torether st roe-
tlons” s to the right of blockade, These lnatroetions
wore never given, and the mutter remained in gbeyanes
until after the war between France and Ausiria, when it
was revived ; the agitation begloning in Germany, the
Brewen Chamber of Commorce taking the lead, and
working with such energy, that the entire eomnnereial
world wae aroused by appeal, aid Joelucd u the de-
mand for the wholition of private wor. Gur own Cha-
ber of Commerce was early mnuugulhom who demanded
it, and it can nardly be doubted that the noble privciple
firat suggested by the United Btates, advoeated by
winber of Its greatest statesmen—Jeflorson, Adans,
Clay, Marcy, Bewan), aud others—wonld uow grace

of maritimwe law if, in 1860, the theu Govermments
of the United States bl seen fit to act (n eonforiulty
with the views of its colightened prodecessors. Bat,
unfortunnstely, this was uot the cuse.

The Parls tﬂ:ulI of 1456 was a st &l in the right diree-
tlon—it abolistied privatecring and we magcoutidently
entertaln tho bellof, that the amenduent propesed by
the United States woulil have been adopted, that war

private property would have ceascd altogetber,
hid not the negotiutions been suspended »hen so near
Puppy conclugion. In the wars that have siice distressod
Europe, the one between France and Anafrla in 1859, that
botween Austrin and Frussin in 1806, ol e oue now
raging between Germany and Frauce, 1o privatecrs have
been cmploy ed, becanse the belllgereuts wll are parties
to and bourd by the Paris declaration.

Driven from the prowd position var .-lnl|»[-lrr1 occupied
ten years ngo, and, with the load of war debt on our
shotilders, uuable to butld a8 cheaply n- it s done in Ei-
rope, while, on the other hamd, our navigation luws pre-
vent us from uumlrhlf oheup vessels from abrowd, we
may well teel annoyol and perplexed. Nor fa the Kooew
regret at the fuilurs of the cforts of 1800 ueh lesse
by England’'s sharing it with oa, inarmiey as the luss of
pping and the nnfortunate Alubama clals wre
due Lo onie and the sRIDe canse,

The Committee deemn the present time opportune for
moving in the matter, beconse they may confidently
ook for un early termination of the war in France ; and
are wartnnted o the belicf that Geruany, as oue of the
couditions of prace, will demand the perfect hinmunity
from capiure of all private property upon the ceesn in
time of war ; that the right of depredation on privato
property shall bo deemed i wrong pe lenger to be toler-
wted; atvl that not privitecring merely, int all war
Bgninst J-rl\'nte property at sea, 18 aud shall resualn
aholished,

Germany, sineo the promulzution of Mr, Marey's sreat
Btate E‘;w Turs aoted on the wise sud humune prineiple
that the endsol war should he attafned without hrital Ly
aud, prior to the war with Awstrin fn 1566, und agaln, on
the eve of the present war with France, she docreed that
merchant slips and their curgoes shoubil net Le captured
or woleated In auy way by her arnied vessels,  Austria
reciprocated; she also abstalued from depredations on
German comueres, Fravee, in the wir with Austria in
1559, il not comtult the wrong of capturing defenseless
t.ru.{lug wmlnil bl in the present war with Germany,
alic b3 agaln gullty of whe crime, and will be called to
account for i,

Tt does not seem prestmptuons th spy that the satis-
fuctory disposal of the great question, whetlier or not
imndividnal property on the ocedan unst be sacral in time
of war, now depends on thee United Santes and Germany;
und there Is Justoess soad beanry In the thonght that the
two great (people who fArst advocated o nobile prineiple
alonld, after 85 years of lubor, galn for that priveiply
universal acknowledement.,

The ¢ tiee, In conel
re-adoption the resolutions of The (
%‘JJ £ the perfoet I all

et That | it fram eap e of all u'e
erty upon the eesn Ix:I thiee of war by degmonded be ms el !:::rnr 1 m
oot of Justion and the mproved spirit of elyillatioe, nodn-lhub} .
dur o eraidun of the Lot intervets of comme o,

Resolead, That tha Unvernment of e Laited Biates be respectfally
soliriied t take smch measures a0 [t way decim 8 1o bave the prinsiple
upﬂ;:ud in the preveling reselation ineorparated (o ibe tode of man-
e law,

THE DHsCsS10Y,

Ramuel 13, Roggles seeonded gie motion of Mr, Opdyke,
and sadd that he bad labored B his e for the promo-
tion of good fecling mwong watives,  He would ask if the
Committes wonld insert in the resniintion that private
property he Iuviolable except b enses of extireme public;

y Wu;wotm!ly suhmit for
Annber of March 6,

Laopald It that he 10 not gee the neceasity
of providing for any sweh eases,  He thought they might
put aside the fear of oveimiing neessity arising.

A A. Low thought we Ll Tearned that vations had
eome to be governed by whot was thefr own interest and
ot by any senthoental seeling. It seced to bim pou
exactly thie tme, whin we have large clalins against
Englapd for losacs inflicted upon ns b privitecrs
furnislicd to the Confedertes, Lo fotezo thv-'fn’iy Arm wWe
can make effective agninst such o nulion as Great
Britaln, We have no navy, ie sabd, tosocceasfully cops
with the nuvy of Englamd, but with wint conid be im-
provised we conld cope with them, and I wn not surs
Lhast it is wise to adopt 4 report which would lead ns to
forego the advantage ol an instrament thul bas been
e formidable hitherto,

Bamue! B, Ruggles <aid that he wos nol in favor of ths

stem of privateering, bot exigencies were alwiys

wly 1o wrtse, and for these e would provide, Eangland
i bsod hind swopt the acewn, s thit no vessel crossed the
erjimtor that did not fly o friendly to her. He fearsd
e thme swght cowe in which the whole Continent of
Europe will e armeyed against Eogland and Awerics,
andd that wo shoubd bave to confrone U power of Contl-
nental Europe, sod for that exigency le woubl provide.
e wished that the nation wighg wainbado wodininished
its puwer over the seas,  He peik that il setion in
the mabter would e poned until oor ofdivs with
Ensland bave been fnally sdjusted,

Jo AL Parker thought tut Englaud wes anxioos to setibio
thie Adnbatns clulins, sud thut she feared the Americans
would retallate it Uiy ever lod an opportunity.  When
those v laifis Wi'rl;l?n I'il;-el. he would bn i fasor of the
wensnres proposed by the Comlttec.

By, Opnly ke said thistk b was surprised st the opposi-
tiow' the resolutions bad evoled, and thonght that the
ihiseussion wlich had taken ‘xl:we wias very wide of the
wark. He wasin favor of adopting the report and reso-
lublons elierd by e Comitiee.

Junathan Sinfges said thaty, whatever our ultimate
viows might be, it mr hr-;jn-glzn-nl to mmrlln in “unmr
wt present. The L o privaleer 16 o iw e
In-l.!‘a'll Amn:r\m:lgll Englund, and it this wan adopted,
thas Alibyami ehabins could not T metlled,

5. H. c'ﬁm.-m.. concarred with the Inljuﬂl; of the
spenkira aid with the st one, and siid that we had not
reachied a stale of civilization enough jor the ado
tion of the resolintivas pi by the Committes,
.u..,..,u;;‘ il:-y shoall vole together v pestpone the pas
L2F Rl ni.
rther retarks were wade by Sinclaie Tousey, z
Ambiroge svev, winl Jaokson M, Behulte, who m -
Poost poene it wk e yulo untll the next regular meeting
of L Chambdr, whiel wis o

The following resolution, prepated by Committes No.
o, was Lew ofered und uwgn:umnnb- adupted :

Lesslend, Thal iha Clamler ai Cowmerce regand o w
pvnler of Flaerapih, by oo and by bond, as o mstror Finarn
e b the ;nlfl;".‘-uf ths ewistry atad of ke --.u'.'.’-l

ok nll‘;: L e m{’r:.ln - ;-u]b "‘u. ﬂwl"l"}:u A nm‘h
rrea ey feefitgte the larlegul a . ool
e l'u-lt"tll'n:whn lhmmtnn‘ of Amered to E!Mm
enast of Asls, 1er-by mmplesing, vith the 1o sow ip wperiieg,
Wit (e soon te b T Y, telratapl o cotmmenien g sronnd the w
Chintles Marshall sabo (bt e bagd notheed o pro positon
1o the m-“q#mﬂ‘»r- Lo send provisiona to the starving hn-
habitants o unee, anid moved that the Chamber of
Comtueres tako G indtelive in the wl tey, ns soeh ac-
Lon werdsl pot be without precedent i their history,

M, Hu.l»‘lu mweoved s s mwetidwent it the matter

reforpel G the Fmecutive Comumaittoe, wlo cun-
curred in, ol Ui wecting then nd.]num-t gty -

The opening of the Wallkiil ' ' Railroad

Wik _u-h!-r.-h'dg) eatenday ot er‘-l"t‘tl..i“:)’ addrvnsen,

Cnoubon taab frove LA €ty SAL S tarsr ettt b
" v

the surrvunding country, PR .



